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Meeting/Workshop/Minutes

May 13, 2021

Attendance:  Anita Anderson, Randi Petersen, Goldie Adele, Dorothy Logan, Jennifer Cecarelli, Amanda Gabriele,
Ronald Bathrick, Joseph Solimene, Eleni Diakogeorgiou, Melinda McKenna, Assistant Superintendent, and Patrick Stirk,
Superintendent of Schools

Mrs. Anderson called the meeting to order at 8 p.m.

Mrs. Anderson stated the following:

I'd like to thank everyone for taking the time by attending this workshop to further discuss the topic of the Indian mascot
i.e. the Indian name, and specifically keeping or retiring the name the Indian.  As I have said previously, I  am consistently
impressed with the level of discussion and respect shown by each member of this Board.  There is a clear reverence for
the opinions of all our Board colleagues and the opinions of community members who have taken the time to reach out
to us.

The decision surrounding the mascot rests within this Board. I have felt the weight of this debate for over 5 years but
especially in the last 18 months as I know many of you have too. We have spoken or corresponded with community
members, medical professionals, and tribal leadership around this topic.  We have spent many hours taking in and
reviewing the information,

As a Board, we have agreed tonight to officially retire the caricature.  We all agree that an additional curriculum is
needed to educate our students on the Native American and the Native American history of North Haven.

Our next step is determining if we retire the Mascot altogether and choose a new mascot or do we keep the name The
Indians and impose restrictions on how it is used. We have heard opinions on both sides of this debate; some view the
potential retirement of the mascot as a step towards erasing the Native American culture and history within North Haven,
some view this as an education opportunity, others point to research that has potentially harmful effects to both students
of color and white students, while others view the Indian mascot (name) as erasing individual tribal heritage.



My hope is that this Board can continue to lead the way by example through respectful debate although the discussion
will inevitably not please everyone. No matter what our future decision is on the mascot there will be critics on both sides
of the issue, we need to do our best to fuse the information and perspective that have been presented and make a
decision as we always do with the needs and best interest for all our students

Mrs. Anderson also shared that the Board of Education has received a letter from the State of Connecticut,
Commissioner of Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO). This letter is imploring the Board of Education to voluntarily
cease the discriminatory use of the Indian Mascot. They were very clear on their position and have put the district on
notice.

1. Discussion regarding the NHPS Mascot Information Item

Mrs. Anderson opened the floor for discussion.

The Board discussed  the pros and cons to retiring the NHPS Mascot vs keeping the NHPS Mascot and the entire Board
agreed that they want to do what is best for the students of North Haven.

The Board recognizes that the community is encouraging the Board to make a vote on this matter.  Mrs. Anderson stated
that this is a Board of Education vote as it is related directly to the schools and school mascot.  It does not concern town
owned property, Vanacore Field, street names, etc. only the NHPS Mascot name and will be decided based on what is
best for the students in this town.

After much discussion the Board has decided to hold a Special Board of Education meeting in July and vote on the
NHPS Mascot name.

2. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 9:23 p.m. Approved

MOVED:          Jennifer Cecarelli
SECOND:        Randi Petersen
AYE:                 9
NAY:                0
ABSTAINED:     0

Respectfully submitted,

Anita Anderson
Anita Anderson
Chairperson


